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The Official Newsletter of the 

Catholic Committee on Scouting 
Secretariat for Leadership Development in Evangelization 

scouting@diopitt.org  E-MAIL 

Vol. 45                              (412)-456-3112  PHONE 

Summer/Fall    2900 Noblestown Road, Pittsburgh, PA  15205            (412)-456-3141  FAX 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

The NET Ministries team will be returning 
again this year to lead everyone in great    

retreat! All scouts are invited, and you do 
not need to be working on a religious       

emblem to attend! 

5 Reasons to Come to the Scout Retreat: 

1) A temporary withdrawal from ordinary daily living 
to nourish one’s inner spiritual longings 

2) An active step toward embracing stillness of one’s 
soul 

3) A time out to deepen one’s journey towards realizing 
self 

4) A time out to contemplate and meditate in peaceful 
surroundings 

5) A requirement for working on Catholic Religious 
Emblems 

Registration information can be found on our website and 
Facebook after October. 

*There will be no mailing of registrations to homes. 

https://diopitt.org/scouting 

REMINDER: All adult applicants need to have their              

Diocese Youth Protection current before starting to    

counsel emblems at any time. 
 

*See pages 7 and 8 for the Boy Scouts of America Family 

Entry Fact Sheet!                                                             

*See page 9 for a letter from our Girl Scouts of Western  

Pennsylvania CCOS Board Member 

https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommitteeOnScoutingDioceseofPittsburgh/
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicCommitteeOnScoutingDioceseofPittsburgh/
https://diopitt.org/scouting
https://diopitt.org/scouting
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Girl Scout Day at the Zoo 

Sunday, September 16, 2018 

Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium from           

10:00 am—3:00 pm  

Join the Girl Scouts of CCOS for the GSWPA Girl Scouts 3rd 

Annual Day at the Zoo! Representatives will be present to     

discuss upcoming events, give information on religious          

emblems, and take names for our mailing list! Pre-register online 

and stop by the CCOS table during the event!                                    

https://www.pittsburghzoo.org/Event-Girl-Scout-Day-at-the-Zoo 

Boy Scout                                      
10 Commandment Hike 

Friday, November 24, 2018 

The annual Ten Commandment Hike will be hosted again this 
year by the Jewish Committee on Scouting in North Oakland and 

Shadyside. The hike is a fun and interesting way to learn from 
clergy of a variety of faiths, including Catholic, about the similar 

core beliefs within each    
religion. It is open to Cub 

Scouts, Boy Scouts,         
Venturers of all faiths and 
their families. You do not 

need to be a scout to attend. 

Religious Emblem Training  
Thursday, September 13, 2018 

Thursday, May 16, 2019  

St. Paul Seminary at 7:00 pm 

If you or someone you know is interested in working with Boy 
Scouts or Girl Scouts to obtain their Catholic Religious Award, 

this training is for you!   

At the training you will receive information about emblems as 
well as the materials, a patch, and a counselor guide.   

Please, call the CCOS office at (412)-456-3112 or email                 
scouting@diopitt.org to confirm your place at the training! 

Join us for a Meeting!  
Thursday, November 15, 2018  

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

St. Paul Seminary at 7:00 pm 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting would like to invite you to 
our meetings! In November we will discuss the January Retreat, 

and in March we will discuss the            
Convocation and collect applications for 

religious awards as it will be the last day to 
submit them. The CCOS can also hold board 
of reviews at this meeting, but please contact 

our office to request one ahead of time. 

 

Family of God Workshop 

TBD 

As of now, we do not have a scheduled Family 
of God workshop in place.  However, if your 

girls are in second or third grade, they are     
eligible for this religious emblem!  

The  award can be earned with a group in a day, 
and the CCOS can provide materials for hosting 

a one day event.   

If you are interested in hosting this event, please contact our  
office!  Thank you! 

https://www.pittsburghzoo.org/Event-Girl-Scout-Day-at-the-Zoo
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A Message from the CCOS Chair 
 
 Summer goes by so quickly, and before we know it, it is fall and back to a non-
summer routine.  
 
 I want to mention how really lovely the Convocation was this past spring. I was not 
able to attend, but those who were there said it was one of the nicest convocations they had 
attended. Hope some of you had the opportunity to be there. Remember, even if your scouts 
do not receive an emblem, they are welcome to attend the convocation. It is quite inspiring.  
 
 I want to direct your attention to the segment in this newsletter written by Bill Jenkins who leads the 
Boy Scout half of the CCOS. As you know, Bill is a member of the National CCOS. He keeps us well         
informed on the changes that are being considered, and how we may expect to be impacted by the experience. 
Recent membership changes at the national Boy Scout headquarters this year may impact some. It made a big 
impact right away in national membership, but I hope not so much that we can’t maintain scouting. Our     
mission at the CCOS has not changed. We are here to support those of you who work with Scouts to earn    
religious emblems. Scouts still have a Duty to God. I strongly encourage you to please direct any questions 
you have to Bill. He can explain these changes to you and answer your questions. 
 
 We have been through one year since the CCOS longtime office secretary, Pat, retired and we had to 
make some adjustments. Thank you for your patience. Pat has become the secretary on the CCOS Board as a 
volunteer. It remains that any questions or requests continue to go to either the CCOS office phone number or 
our CCOS DIOPITT email to contact us.  
 
 Christine Mellick joined our CCOS in the new capacity of Communications Chair this past year. What 
a blessing!!! She moved from DYC Rep to adult board member in a smooth transition. If you have any     
questions about the newsletter, please direct your email questions to her. And don’t forget to look at our      
Facebook page; she keeps that up to date as well. Upcoming events are posted on our FB page. How she fits 
the CCOS into her busy collegiate schedule is a mystery to me, but I am glad she manages so well. 
 
 Beth Licciardello has been busy this past year with family needs. While she is on leave from the    
committee, Bridget Zipfel will be leading the Girl Scout half of the CCOS. Any questions specific to Girl 
Scouts, please forward to Bridget also through the CCOS office phone number or the CCOS DIOPITT email 
address. You may have heard from Bridget before as she sends out the newsletter to Girl Scouts. Please     
continue to pray for Beth, her husband Tony, and their family.   
 
 We have two great CCOS representatives from the Boy Scout, Bob Zelleznick, and Girl Scout, Melissa 
Cooper, Councils covering us in the Pittsburgh diocese. Their participation helps us to work so closely with 
the two Councils to get information out to scouts and leaders, and for informing us of activities that are       
upcoming so we can participate. Check out our calendar on page 10 for events. Thank you to them for the   
extra volunteering effort, truly above and beyond!  
 
 Looking forward to a great year and ready to help all of you working with the scout groups. Thank you 
for being there for the scouts!  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gerri Maurer 
Chair for the Catholic Committee on Scouting 
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A Message from the Interim Girl Scout and Campfire Girls and Boys Chair 
 
 Hi!  My name is Bridget Zipfel and I am a long time member of the Catholic   
Committee on Scouting.  For the next several months, I will be assuming the role of Vice 
Chair to the Girl Scout and Campfire Boys and Girls for the Catholic Committee on   
Scouting.  Right now, everyone should be getting ready to start off the new scout year.  
The Catholic Committee on Girl Scouting is actively seeking new members so if you can 
spare even just a little bit of your time, we could really use it.  We have many different jobs 
such as an area chairperson to get the word out about the religious emblems to your area ---
-- East, West, North or South.  We have been hearing about many scouts wanting to do  
religious emblems, but they just don’t know where to start.  Help us get the word out, and 
join the Girl Scout Catholic Committee. 
 
 We have some exciting events coming up and welcome everyone to join us.  We will have a table at 
the Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG Aquarium on Sunday, September 16, 2018.  Please stop by and say, “Hello” and 
see our display.  We are quite sure that everyone will have a great time!  Also, in September, we have our  
annual Girl Scout and Boy Scout Counselor training sessions.  I will again be doing the Girl Scout training and 
for the Boy Scouts it will be Steve Bober doing the training.  This will be held at the St. Paul’s Seminary on 
Thursday, September 13, 2018 at 6:30 pm for registration and training to start at 7 pm.  To register for the 
training call 412-456-3112 or email Scouting@diopitt.org.  We can’t wait to see you at these exciting 
events!!! 
 
 Our general meeting this fall will be held on Thursday, November 15, 2018 @ St. Paul’s Seminary  
at 7pm.   Please mark your calendar and plan on joining us. 
 
 Mark your calendars for a great day of fun.  It is our Annual Scout Retreat!  It will be held this year on 
Saturday, January 12, 2019 at St. Paul Seminary.  Once again the NET Ministries will be doing the retreat.  
For anyone who has never experienced a NET Retreat this is a great opportunity to experience this great  
retreat.  We will also have an opportunity for adults to participate in an adult session as well that same day.  
We will be concluding the retreat with Mass for the entire family.   Please plan on joining us!! 
 
 Our Spring Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday, February 28, 2019 @ 7pm.  This is also the 
day that the Girl Scout Emblem Applications are due. Please come and join us for this meeting as well as  
turning in your application for the girls Religious Emblems. 
 
 Our 65th Annual Scout Convocation will be held this year on Sunday, April 7, 2019 at St. Paul’s  
Cathedral at 2:30pm.  We are hoping for a huge group of Girl Scouts earning religious emblems such as  
Kateri, Mary the 1st Disciple, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and The Spirit Alive.  Please bring your families and 
scout troops to this great event and help us to fill the Cathedral with Girl Scouts. 
 
 Please join us and help the Girl Scout Catholic Committee on Scouting have another successful year in 
2018-2019!!!!!!  We couldn’t do it without you!!!! 

Welcome, Mara Fryer! 
 

The Catholic Committee on Scouting is excited to welcome Mara Fryer as our new  
Girl Scout Diocesan Youth Council Representative!  Mara has been a Girl Scout since she was a Daisy , and 

she is very involved with her faith community.  She is looking forward to bringing another young voice to the 
committee and representing her peers. 

 
Congratulations, Mara! 

 
The Catholic Committee on Scouting would also like to thank our former Girl Scout Representative,  

Abby  Stewart, for her two years of service 

mailto:Scouting@diopitt.org
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St. George Trek 

Due to forest fires that destroyed over 37,000 acres of land 

at the Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, NM, the           

St. George Trek for 2019 has been cancelled and moved to 

2020.  We had one Scout apply and was accepted for the 

trek, Robert Lipnichin. This delay will provide the ability 

for an additional Scout from the Diocese of Pittsburgh to 

join Robert in 2020. 

To find out more about the St. George Trek, check our  

website or the nccs-bsa.org website.  More details to  follow 

so keep checking our website. 

*See page 6 for the official cancellation. 

 

Reading Recommendation 

This summer I read Brant Pitre’s – The Case for Jesus. 

The idea for this book came on a car ride from the         

Pittsburgh airport to a Biblical Conference downtown over 

10 years ago.  In his book, Mr. Pitre presents the Biblical 

and Historic evidence for Christ.  The book talks about   

references in the Old Testament to activities it  predicts will 

happen in the New Testament.  The book also talks about 

the historic background of the four  evangelists and how 

they came to right their gospels and the perspectives they 

took in the writing. 

If you like history, especially, Church history this is a good 

book for you.  In fact, I will be reading parts of it again to 

better understand the backgrounds of the gospels. 

A Message from the Boy Scout Chair 
 

Happy Interdependence Day! 

 

 I saw this posted on a Honshin Art Gallery window on July 4 in Sedona, AZ  and thought a typo for 
sure.  After all, this is Independence Day, not Interdependence Day. 

 To learn more I want into the gallery and started to talk to Julie, the sales clerk.  She suggested we 
come back on Friday night to learn more about Interdependence Day in the monthly poetry reading.  Figuring 
free wine and cheese, how could we go wrong? 

 Friday night came and we went to the gallery and met Honshin as he has beautiful art and a  poem he 
wrote for each piece of art he painted.  “Interdependence is the mutual dependence between things”  He   
started talking about nature and ended up talking about family, his customers and those living in Sedona    
preparing for the local election with major differences between candidates. 

 We all carry this Interdependence Day to our own life.  Parents, family, children, friends, co-workers, 
etc.  We all depend on each in some way, shape and form.  In our spiritual life, we pray and talk to God      
individually as well together with others and in Mass , family prayer and Ministries of the Church.  One of 
these Ministries is Youth Ministry which we are all take part in. 

 As you plan your class for the Fall, do not just advertise in your local bulletin and troop, but advertise 
your class in all of the bulletins of all of the churches in your new parish.  This way more people will know 
about the Catholic Scouting program and we will be opening ourselves and our parish up to meet new        
parishioners and share our with those we will soon be joining as part of our Church Alive consolidation of 
parishes begins in October.  This way we will get out message out to more people than ever before. 

 We would like to welcome Kathy Yates to the Executive Committee helping with activity planning 
and delivery for the BSA side.  We look forward to Kathy’s continued contributions to our Committee and 
Scouts. 

 In closing, thank you for your contributions and time to Catholic Scouting.             

We are all depended on each other to spread the good news of Christ!  Happy      
Interdependence Day!   

 

God Bless, 

 

Bill Jenkins 
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The Girl Scout Difference 
 

By: Melissa  A. Cooper, 
Girl Scouts of Western Pennsylvania Chief Operations Officer and CCOS Board Member 
 
 At Girl Scouts, girls discover who they are, where 
their talents lie, and what they care most about—all in a safe, 
no-limits place designed to unleash their full potential. They 
connect with people in their communities, and they take     
action to change the world.   Girl Scouts encourages girls to 
explore their personal faith, and to develop a deeper           
understanding of the role it plays in their own lives.  
 
 With more than 100 years of experience, Girl Scouts 
brings a wealth of knowledge to programs that deliver girls 
cornerstone experiences with benefits to last a lifetime. 
 
 As you may be aware, Boy Scouts are now accepting girls into their program.  With this recent change, 
there have been a few incorrect assumptions made about the organizations.  
 
Myth: Girl Scouts will be letting boys join soon.  
Fact: No, Girl Scouts has no plans to admit boys into the organization. Research shows that a girl learns best 
in an all-girl, girl-led, and girl-friendly environment. Our programs are designed specifically for girls at their 
various developmental stages through youth. 
 
Myth: Girl Scouts doesn’t offer as many outdoor adventures as Boy Scouts.  
Fact: Starting in Kindergarten, Girl Scouts earn badges in outdoor skills, camping, and high adventure. Girl 
Scouts can attend camp programs at a younger age than their Boy Scout counterparts. Both organizations offer 
similar outdoor experiences and high-adventure opportunities, but only Girl Scouts delivers a girl-centered, 
girl-led environment. 
 
Myth: Girl Scouts highest awards don’t offer professional advantages. 
Fact: The Girl Scout Gold Award is impressive to colleges and universities, and to the military, which        
advances Gold Award Girl Scouts a full rank. 
 
Myth: Girl Scouts of the USA and Boy Scouts of America are merging. 
Fact: There is no merger. Girl Scouts is and will remain a separate organization solely dedicated to girls. 
 
Myth: Girl Scouts doesn’t offer the convenience of participating as a family. 
Fact: Girl Scouts offers a variety of family programs for families to enjoy together. Such as:  

 
• Family programs at resident camp, like Mom and Me and 
Dad and Me sessions.  
 
• Girl Scout days—which often includes discount pricing for 
the entire family—at local attractions and events, including    
professional and collegiate sports, amusement parks, zoos, and 
more.  
 
• Council events including National S’mores Day and Camp 
Creepy Halloween festivals. Fun patch programs, like the Get 
Outdoors Challenge and the Patch of the Month. 

 
 For more information on getting involved with Girl Scouts, check out our events or just to learn more, 
visit www.gswpa.org or contact us at 1-800-248-3355! 

http://www.gswpa.org/
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Wednesday August 1, 2018 
Newsletter Articles due to 

Christine 
Email 

Friday—Sunday September 7—9, 2018 Region 3 BSA/GS Meeting Mechanicsburg, PA 

Thursday September 13, 2018 
BS/GS Religious Emblems 

Training 

St. Paul Seminary  

at 7:00 pm 

Sunday September 16, 2018 GS Day at the Zoo 

Pittsburgh Zoo and PPG  
Aquarium  

at 10:00 am 

Thursday September 20, 2018 Executive Board Meeting 
St. Paul Seminary  

at 7:00 pm 

Saturday TBD—October Family of God Workshop TBD 

Thursday November 15, 2018 General Meeting 
St. Paul Seminary  

at 7:00 pm 

Friday November 23, 2018 BS 10 Commandment Hike Oakland 

Saturday December 1, 2018 
Newsletter Articles due to 

Christine 
Email 

Saturday January 12, 2019 Annual Scout Retreat 
St. Paul Seminary  

at 8:30am 

Friday February 1, 2019 
All applications due for     

Adult Awards  

*NO EXCEPTIONS! Any   
applications submitted after this 

date will not be considered. 

Saturday—Sunday February 22—23, 2019 
BS Leaders Event  

(GS invited) 
Flag Plaza 

Thursday February 28, 2019 General Meeting 
St. Paul Seminary  

at 7:00 pm 

Friday March 1, 2019 
All applications due for    

Youth Awards 

*NO EXCEPTIONS! Any    
applications submitted after this 

date will not be considered. 

Sunday  April 7, 2019 Annual Scout Convocation 
St. Paul Cathedral  

at 2:30 pm 

Thursday May 16, 2019 
BS/GS Religious Emblems 

Training 

St. Paul Seminary  

at 7:00 pm 

Thursday June 6, 2019 
Executive Board Meeting and 

Goal Setting 

St. Paul Seminary  

at 6:00 pm 

Calendar at a Glance 
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*Dynamic Catholic Quote 

Pictures provided by         

Bill Jenkins 

CCOS Executive 

Board with     

Bishop Zubik at 

the 64th Annual 

Scout Convocation 

on Sunday,          

April 22, 2018 


